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TUNA CANNERS ASK TARIFF INVESTIGATION 


Two applications were filed with the U. S. Tariff Commis- 
sion on April 26 for an investigation of the cost of production 
of canned tuna fish, the purpose of the request being an increase 
in duty. 


QUARTERLY STOCK SURVEY RESULTS ANNOUNCED 


Results of the fourth quarterly survey of stocks of canned 
foods in the hands of canners and distributors, showing the 
stocks on April 1 as compared with January 1, were announced 
by the Foodstuffs Division of the Bureau of Foreign and * 
mestic Commerce on April 25th. 


The decrease in canners’ stocks of the seven —̃ on 


which figures are given ranged from 22 per cent for peaches up 
to 44 per cent for peas. Stocks in distributors’ hands decreased, 
except pineapple, stocks of which on April 1 were 10.5 per cent 
greater than on January 1. 

The Foodstuffs Division’s announcement of the survey 
states: 


The figures aro not total stocks for any item but represent the change 
in holdings based upon a cross-section of the canners and distributors and 
are therefore representative of conditions in the industry. That these 
reports are believed to be of value by the trade is indicated by the fact that, 
with the exception of salmon, the best response up to this time was received 
in connection with the current report. 

An analysis of the salmon figures indicated the probability that the 
canners’ stocks as reported were not representative of conditions in the 
industry. Consequently, neither canners’ or distributors’ salmon stocks are 
included in this report. 

The January 1 stock figures in this report are, in the majority of 
cases, not the same as those of the same date which appeared in our report 
of January 28, 1982. This will be the case in all of these surveys since 
different groups are used to obtain the “same.firm” comparison, depending 
upon the reports of stocks which are received. 

This report completes the first year during which these quarterly 
canned food stock surveys have been made. These surveys will be con- 
siderably enhanced in value beginning with that of July 1, 1932, in which 
report and all subsequent ones a comparison will be made with stocks on 
the same date of the previous year. 


] 
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The following table compares the stocks of the various canned foods in 
canners’ hands January 1, 1932, and April 1, 19382, based on reports from 
the same firms for each date: 


Decrease 

No. of 8 sold and Jan. 1 to April 1 

firms Jan. 1, 1 April 1. Amount Percent 
Commodity reporting Cases Cases Oase 
11 6,001,598 8,888,751 2,607 
175 9 714 7,748 2,586,971 
Tomatoes ..... . 826 8877746 708 2,080,961 
8,008,019 218 259 974,009 892 
Peaches 54 5,540,548 4,319,457 1,221,001 22 
. 60 1,671,929 1,120,262 651,667 33 
Pineapples 12 5,488,358 8,270,914 444 40 


The following table compares the stocks of the various canned foods in 
582 distributors’ hands January 1, 1932, and April 1, 1932, based on reports 
from the same firms for each date: 


Commodity Jan. 1, 1032 April 1, 1982 Amount Percent 
Cases Cases Oases 

Peas 1,160 1,008, 66,290 0 

1.401.831 1,857,826 44,305 

Tomatoes = 1,690,061 1,369,168 320,883 19.0 

Green and wax beans.. 663,277 608,204 65,0738 9.8 

Peaches 674,588 625,892 49,196 73 

Pears os 223,545 193,000 30,455 13.6 

Pineapples ....... 564,661 623,859 9,198 10.8 
Total of seven items 6,877,982 5,860,978 617,004 8.1 
* Increase. 


CANNING SUGAR STANDARDS ISSUED 

The Laboratory has just issued standards for sugar for 1932 
and copies of the standards have been sent to all beet and cane 
sugar manufacturers in this country. Following the practice of 
last year, it is quite probable that most sugar manufacturers 
will be prepared to provide sugar that is bacteriologically suit- 
able for canning non-acid products. Such sugar should be avail- 
able at prices no higher than unguaranteed sugar, and it is sug- 
gested that canners of non-acid products take advantage of the 
guarantee. 


Advanced samples or samples representing shipments may 
be sent to the Laboratory for examination to determine whether 
specifications are met. In sending sugar to the Laboratory for 
examination, it is suggested that one-half pound samples be 
taken from each of five bags or barrels of the shipment or lot in 
question. These samples should be sent in clean, sealed cans or 
other appropriate containers. 


TARIFF BILL GOES TO PRESIDENT 
The House on April 28th concurred in the amended tariff 
bill as adopted by the Senate and the measure now goes to the 
President. 


Stocks Decrease 
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The bill amends Section 386 of the Tariff Act of 1980 by 
taking from the President power to proclaim changes in duties 
upon recommendation by the Tariff Commission and by provid- 
ing that the President may submit recommendations to Congress 
based upon reports made by the Commission. It also further 
defines the elements to be taken into consideration in determin- 
ing cost of production and competitive conditions, including 
transportation costs. 

All pending investigations, including those completed but 
not acted upon by the President, would be dismissed without 
prejudice. 

The bill also provides for an office to be known as the Con- 
sumers’ Counsel, whose duty it will be to appear in the interests 
of and represent the consuming public in any proceedings be- 
fore the Tariff Commission. 

The bill requests the President to initiate a movement for 
an international economic conference with a view to lowering 
excessive tariff duties and eliminating discriminatory and un- 
fair trade practices, and to promoting fair, equal and friendly 
trade and commercial relations between nations. It authorizes 
the President to negotiate reciprocal trade agreements with for- 
eign countries under a policy of mutual tariff concessions, but 
provides that such agreements shall not become operative until 
Congress has approved them. 


ALASKAN CANNERY BILL REPORTED 


The Welch bill (H. R. 6488) requiring reports on the loca- 
tion of canneries in Alaska and prohibiting certain salmon un- 
lawfully caught from being brought into the United States, was 
reported on April 21, with an amendment, by the House Com- 
mittee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries. A similar bill was 
reported by this committee at the last session of Congress, and 
the present bill has the endorsement of the Bureau of Fisheries. 


PROPOSE DEFINITIONS FOR APPLE BUTTER AND HEAVY 
TOMATO PUREE 

The Food Standards Committee at its April meeting pro- 
posed new definitions and standards for dried fruits, apple but- 
ter, and heavy tomato puree. The committee invites criticisms 
and suggestions on the proposals from food officials, consumers, 
and the trade. Communications should be addressed to A. 8. 
Mitchell, Secretary, Food Standards Committee, Food and Drug 
Administration, Washington, D.C. The proposed definitions for 
apple butter and heavy tomato puree follow: 
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Apple butter is the homogeneous, semisolid product obtained by cook- 
ing to proper consistency a mixture of not less than 5 parts by weight of 
the properly prepared edible portion of whole apples (or the equivalent in 
cold pack, canned, dried or evaporated apples) with each 2 parts by weight 
of sugar, or of sugar and dextrose; with or without one or more of the 
following: apple juice, boiled cider, spices, salt, vinegar or other harmless 
organic acidulant. The product contains not less than 43 per cent of water 
soluble solids. 

Heavy tomato puree is the product resulting from the concentration 
of the screened or strained fleshy and liquid portions of ripe tomatoes, ex- 
cept those portions from skin and core trimmings; with or without the 
addition of salt. The product contains not less than 15 per cent of tomato 
solids. 


EXPORTS OF CANNED FOODS IN MARCH 


Shipments of canned foods to foreign countries in March 
showed general decreases when compared with figures for the 
corresponding month last year. Increased shipments were re- 
ported for canned sausage, canned tomatoes, canned apples and 
applesauce, loganberries and canned salmon. The following are 
the export figures as compiled by the Department of Commerce: 
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Canned meats, total ...... 
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Fruits for salad 


38832828823 
3 


23335 


= 


3 
> 
28 


2 

> 

8 


— 
58355 
8338 


8888885 


alt 
— 


233333 


822 


3888823333382 
35532 
2832 
on 


5 


3 
3 
85 


TOMATO PRODUCTS IMPORTS 
Imports of canned tomatoes in March increased approxi- 
mately 3,990,000 pounds over those of March, 1981, but de- 
creased about 750,000 pounds from the preceding month. To- 


. March, 1981 March, 1982 
.. 1,657,255 005 960,781 $204,034 
"441052 92185 44.512 9,188 
1,078,771 417,002 162,458 
* 255 124,764 28,825 
452 57.335 9.908 
4 842 1,842,801 176,600 
665 645,710 80,417 
955 190,668 11,474 
170 116,060 9,007 
191 
; 008 
Grapefruit 
Peaches 
neapple 
Prunes . * 
Other 
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mato paste imports, however, decreased about 190,360 pounds 
during the month of March when compared with the same month 
last year, but were over 64,000 pounds above those of February. 

Of the total imports of tomatoes in March, 9,082,712 pounds 
came from Italy, and 1,950,300 pounds from Canada, a total of 
10,988,012 pounds. Imports of canned tomatoes from Italy in- 
creased during March, as compared with the figures for Feb- 
ruary, whereas those imported from Canada decreased. Imports 
of Canadian tomatoes during the first three months of 1932 have 
amounted to 8,976,948 pounds. The entire imports of tomato 
paste in March came from Italy. 


Tomato Paste 
Value 


„180 
155 
66,645 


205,144 
60,177 
41,161 
44,600 


145,988 
TARIFF COMMISSION REPORTS ON VEGETABLES AND 
PINEAPPLES 


The report on fresh vegetables made by the U. S. Tariff 
Commission to the President as the result of investigations 
under the flexible provisions of the Tariff Act of 1930, has been 
published in printed form as Report No. 39 and is available from 
the Superintendent of Documents in Washington for 5 cents per 
copy. The products covered are fresh tomatoes, peppers, green 
peas, snap beans, green lima beans, eggplant, cucumbers and 
okra. For each product there is information about its tariff 
history, uses, domestic production, foreign trade, prices, com- 
petitive conditions, and cost of production. 

The Tariff Commission has also issued as Report No. 40 its 
report to the President on pineapples. Copies are available from 
the Superintendent of Documents at 5 cents each. 


HALIBUT FISHERIES BILL PASSED BY SENATE 
The bill (H. R. 8084) to make effective the provisions of the 
convention between the United States and Canada for the pres- 
ervation of the halibut fisheries was passed without amendment 
by the Senate on April 25 and now goes to the President for 
approval. 7 


0 (* — —¾r᷑kiC —o—r——— 
1981 Pounds Value P 
January ......... 5,611,727 $108,377 796,143 
February ........ 7,870,881 285,570 873,880 
7,000,827 248.769 907,242 
Total .................. 19,988,885 677,716 2,576,765 
1982 
January ..................... 10461,956 807,270 977,601 
February ............. 11,748,475 341,551 652,718 
March ................. 10,902,412 820,724 716,882 
° 4 q 
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BULLETIN ON BUD VARIATION IN PEACHES 


“Bud Variation in Peaches” is the title of U. 8. Department 
of Agriculture circular No. 212. Mr. A. D. Shamel is the senior 
author. The bulletin describes in detail striking bud variations 
that have been observed in the California Packing Corporation’s 
Fancher ranch. Individual tree performance records have been 
obtained also on plots of peach trees belonging to the Lucas Com- 
pany, Cucamonga, Calif., and to Charles Stern & Sons at Mira 
Loma. Descriptions of the principal varieties of canning cling 
peaches used in California are included in the publication. Can- 
ners in California and elsewhere who have been following Mr. 
Shamel’s study of the possibilities of peach variety improvement 
through bud selection will be much interested in the progress 
reported in this publication. 


TRUCK CROP SHIPMENTS 

Combined shipments of 27 fruits and vegetables decreased 
during the week ended April 28 to 15,690 cars and were fully 
2,000 cars lighter than a year ago. Most of the shortage was 
accounted for by the lighter 1982 movement of snap beans, cab- 
bage. lettuce, strawberries, citrus fruits, and mixed vegetables. 

Forwardings of green peas suddenly decreased to about 210 
cars, chiefly from California. Virginia spinach movement in- 
creased very greatly to around 285 cars for the weekend ship- 
ments began in Maryland. Texas forwarded only 60 cars of 
spinach. 

Florida tomato shipments decreased to about 320 cars but 
were still four times the output of a vear ago. Cuba sent only 
85 carloads of tomatoes to the United States last week, while im- 
ports from Mexico increased to 450 cars. 


Numerous states have begun to ship strawberries. Louisi- 
ana’s output reached 525 cars last week, Alabama shipped 70, 
Florida 65, California 85, Arkansas 25, and Mississippi and Texas 
a dozen cars each, with first few cars from North Carolina. 

California asparagus shipments decreased further to 350 
cars for the week, but South Carolina increased to about 80, and 
Georgia moved 10 cars, while 15 came from Washington. 

Texas carrot shipments decreased to 145 cars, while Cali- 
fornia increased to about 185 and New York originated only 10 
carloads. Only about 100 cars of cauliflower moved from Cali- 
fornia. 

Florida originated only 60 cars of snap beans and California 
about five cars of beans, as against a total of 290 cars a year ago. 
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Imports 
and Rutabagas: 


1,648 
362 


WOULD AMEND PERISHABLE AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES ACT 


A bill (H. R. 11420) has been introduced in the House by 
Representative Welsh which would amend the Perishable Agri- 
cultural Commodities Act so as to include live or dressed poultry 
and eggs as perishable agricultural commodities. 


MALAYAN CANNED PINEAPPLE EXPORTS 


Exports of canned pineapple from British Malaya to the 
United States in 1981 were 24 per cent less in quantity and 46 
per cent less in value than in 1980. Large sales in the British 
market have kept the Malayan industry in a relatively prosper- 
ous condition. 


CANADIAN CANNERS’ SALES POLICY 


An increase of 5 cents per dozen in the f. o. b. factory price 
of corn, peas and tomatoes was recently announced by eastern 
Canadian canners, according to the American vice consul at 
Winnipeg. Serious losses were taken by canners during the past 
year, he states, and a more sane policy of merchandising fruits 
and vegetables will probably be followed during the coming 
season. 


878 
586 
287 
465 
63 
61 
670 
284 
10 
96 
44 
750 
18 
48 
208 
68 
24 
297 
320 
489 
8 

1 
21 


Bo & 


2961 
CasLor 
Total Total 
1 this gen- last gen- Total 
17-238 von thru son thru last 
Commodity 1982 April 28 April 28 season 
98,367 106,388 100,794 
estern states 44,300 68,601 66,588 
Asparagus ........... 3.110 2.800 8,866 
Beans, snap and lima 6,083 3.321 9,844 
849 1,066 1,698 
Carrots: 
1982 Season 4,661 6,049 11,445 
1981 season — 11,445 12,088 12,487 
170 9,185 9,328 9,611 
. 10 138 272 208 
31 19.943 28.614 28. 828 
Peas, green 228 2,287 2,575 7,188 
Peppers: 
1s 14% 2.818 
r 10 153 $21 360 } 
D 254 7,565 8,657 9,768 
82 4,884 2721 
— 5,765 
ale 11333 
1981 Season 
1 ime 
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HAWAIIAN PINEAPPLE PACK EXPECTED TO BE UNDER NINE 
MILLION CASES 
A radiogram received by the U. S. Department of Commerce 
from the Honolulu Chamber of Commerce states: “Pineapple 
operations curtailed. This year’s pack expected to be under 
9,000,000 cases, or about two-thirds previous pace. Planting 
being curtailed and margin fields being thrown out.” 


BUSINESS INDICATORS 
(Weeks ended Saturday; weekly average 1923-1925=100) 


Apri April April 
New York Times .. 9.8 89.9 19.4 70.7 4 06.5 
Business Week ..... 57.2 79. 04.1 
Freight car loadings ......... ..... 568 70.2 2 98.1 
esale prices 
All commodities f 61.8 624 625 740 14.6 90.2 7 
Agricultural products ...... 444 462 453 689 65.0 98.1 90 
Non- agricultural products .. 66.5 65.7 66.0 77.1 77.2 87.8 88.1 
Bank debits ovteide a. 1. City 724 674 865 102.7 1088 116.1 1206 
Bond — — 84.9 82.8 889 1066 1 1056.9 106.1 
Stock prices SY . 84 556 506 1463 2445 240.0 
Interest rates: 
Call money .. 8 90.89 900.8 60.6 30.4 864 97.0 97.0 
Time money 65.3 63.8 686 466 614 1000 1029 
Business failures ........... 1629 1604 149.1 160.4 1883 1844 1206 
I Baer to a computed normal taken as 100. 
vised. 
Carn Loapinas 
Merchandixe 
Total Miscellaneous I. C. L. Other 
Week ended April 100 2 205,076 186,924 174,729 
K. 1081 7589 788.264 2224413 221275 — 
Corres ng wee 1 
Corresponding week. 1930 892,706 877,797 249,480 265,420 
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